
Protecting Our Natural Spaces: A Necessity for Future Generations

          In today’s world, where urbanization continues to expand, it is more important than ever to 

protect our natural spaces, such as national parks, from harm. These parks not only preserve the 

beauty and biodiversity of our planet, but they also provide a safe haven for people to 

experience nature firsthand. In Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, the protagonist, Brian, learns firsthand 

how essential nature is for survival and self-discovery. Just as Brian learns to rely on the 

wilderness for his survival, we must ensure that future generations have the same opportunities 

to connect with nature. Protecting national parks is essential for preserving biodiversity, 

providing educational experiences, and ensuring future access to these vital resources.

          One of the most compelling reasons to protect natural spaces is to preserve biodiversity. 

National parks serve as crucial habitats for countless species of animals, plants, and insects, 

many of which are endangered or at risk of extinction. For instance, in Hatchet, Brian encounters 

a variety of wildlife, from birds to fish, that help him survive in the wild. These species depend 

on the park's untouched environment to thrive. Without the protection of national parks, we risk 

losing unique ecosystems and species that could have profound impacts on our environment. 

Preserving these spaces allows us to maintain the delicate balance of nature, ensuring the 

survival of countless species for future generations.

          National parks also provide invaluable educational opportunities. Whether through school 

field trips or personal exploration, visiting a national park can teach individuals about ecology, 

wildlife conservation, and the importance of environmental stewardship. In Hatchet, Brian 

learns how to respect nature and understand the resources it offers. By preserving national 

parks, we give students and future generations the chance to learn about ecosystems in their 

natural state, just as Brian learned to adapt and survive in the wilderness. These hands-on 

experiences are essential for fostering a generation of young people who will be passionate 

about protecting the environment.

          Finally, protecting natural spaces ensures that future generations will have the same 

opportunities to connect with nature. As urban areas continue to grow, green spaces are 

becoming more scarce, and people are spending less time outdoors. In Hatchet, Brian’s journey 

of survival and personal growth is deeply rooted in his relationship with the wilderness. Just as 

Brian discovers the strength and resilience that nature teaches, future generations need access 

to these wild spaces to foster their own growth and well-being. By preserving national parks, we 

are not only safeguarding the environment but also ensuring that young people have the chance 

to experience nature’s wonders for themselves.

          In conclusion, protecting our natural spaces is critical for the future of our planet. National 

parks provide essential benefits, such as preserving biodiversity, offering educational 

opportunities, and ensuring access to nature for future generations. By taking action now to 

protect these parks, we are not only preserving the beauty of the natural world but also 

providing future generations with the chance to experience the wilderness in the same way 



Brian does in Hatchet. Nature has the power to teach, heal, and inspire, and it is our 

responsibility to ensure that it remains protected for those who come after us.


